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Valley Community College, the union had 
changed its name to the United Farm Workers 
of America. Relations with the grape growers 
had once again deteriorated, so a grape boy-
cott was added to the boycott of lettuce. On 
several occasions, Cesar fasted to protest the 
violence that arose. Finally, by 1978, some of 
the workers’ conditions were met, and the 
United Farm Workers lifted the boycotts on let-
tuce and grapes. This is just one example of 
how dedicated Cesar was to the union and the 
people who counted on him. 

Up until the day he died, he was concerned 
as ever about dignity, justice, and fairness. He 
said, ‘‘Fighting for social justice, it seems to 
me, is one of the profoundest ways in which 
man can say yes to man’s dignity, and that 
really means sacrifice. There is no way on this 
earth in which you can say yes to man’s dig-
nity and know that you’re going to be spared 
some sacrifice.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring a 
small man with a big dream, Cesar Chavez. 
Cesar Chavez is a dedicated and true Amer-
ican hero: A civil rights, Latino and labor lead-
er, a community servant and a crusader for 
nonviolent social change. 
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Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Speaker, today my friend, 
Congressman PETER KING and I rise to intro-
duce on a bipartisan basis the Cigarette Fire 
Safety Act of 2004. This legislation will set a 

reasonable ignition standard for cigarettes and 
help to prevent an estimated 800 deaths, 
2,200 injuries and nearly $560 million dollars 
in damages caused by cigarette ignited fires 
every year. We are joined today by 38 of our 
colleagues to begin what we hope is the last 
leg of a very long journey. 

It is common knowledge that smoking is 
considered one of the nation’s leading causes 
of preventable death, but it’s less widely 
known that cigarettes are also the leading 
cause of fatal fires. Every year thousands of 
innocent people are killed, maimed or perma-
nently disfigured by carelessly discarded ciga-
rettes. The real tragedy is that many of these 
fires could be prevented by making a few 
small adjustments to the design of the ciga-
rette at a cost of only pennies. 

Over twenty years ago, our former col-
league and friend, Joe Moakley, became in-
volved with this issue when a family of seven 
perished in a fire ignited by a cigarette in his 
Congressional District. Five children—all under 
the age of ten—were burned to death along 
with their parents on Memorial Day Weekend 
in 1979. 

Through Joe’s relentless work on this issue, 
Congress passed two technical bills into law 
that laid the foundation for this legislation. The 
first bill, the Federal Cigarette Safety Act of 
1984, formed a Technical Study Group, which 
established that it was, contrary to the tobacco 
industry’s assertions, technically and economi-
cally feasible to manufacture a cigarette that is 
less likely to ignite a fire without increasing the 
risk of health consequences. The second bill, 
the Federal Safe Cigarette Act of 1990, estab-
lished the methodology for testing the ignition 
propensity of cigarettes. 

Recently we have made great steps forward 
in reducing risk of cigarette ignited fires. Phillip 

Morris has launched Merit cigarettes—their 
brand of less fire prone cigarettes. Merit ciga-
rettes have proved that less fire prone ciga-
rettes are both technically and commercially 
feasible. 

Last year in a historic move, the state of 
New York passed the very first cigarette fire 
safety standard. By the end of this June, New 
York will require that all tobacco companies 
that sell cigarettes certify that no more than 25 
percent of the cigarettes sold fail the ignition 
propensity test established by the American 
Society of Testing and Materials (‘‘ASTM’’). 
That means that cigarettes are far less likely 
to start a fire if they are left unattended. This 
law will make great strides towards preventing 
the all too frequent devastating cigarette ig-
nited fires in New York. 

Taking the lead from New York State and 
using their standard, two days ago Canada 
became the first nation to pass a cigarette fire 
safety standard. 

However, New Yorkers and Canadians 
should not be the only ones who are protected 
from these little torches. Everyone in the 
United States deserves the same level of pro-
tection from fires caused by cigarettes. That is 
why today I am proposing a bill that requires 
that the CPSC adopt the New York cigarette 
fire safety standard as the national standard. 

We can no longer tolerate losing one more 
innocent child or putting one more firefighter at 
risk in a fire that could have been prevented 
at the cost of pennies by making a couple 
simple changes to the construction of a ciga-
rette. Together we can save thousands of 
lives and prevent the tremendous pain of thou-
sands more burn victims. I urge you to support 
this bill. 
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